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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

3. Re claims 1-5 the Examiner is unclear on what is meant by 'manage time'. For purposes 
of Examination the Examiner has interpreted this to mean a clock. However, the Examiner notes 
that alternative interpretations such as merely being able to communicate (between a vending 
machine and remote) can be interpreted as each managing time and synching time, since time in 
managed in order to communicate, and coincides when they do actually communicate. 

4. Appropriate clarification/correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kolls (US 
6056194) in view of Partyka et al. (US 6250452), Schwartzendruber (US 5207784), and 
Whitehead (GB 2367727). 
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Kolls (US 6056194) teaches a system and method for networking and controlling vending 
machines (FIG. 1), interpreted as a network of vending machine connected together and to a 
management apparatus for controlling them via a communication line, goods delivering means, 
setting means (loading of items as conventional), and even date and time of sales/maintenance 
via network node communicated with by the controller 12. 

Kolls is silent to requesting a restock when a predetermined number of remaining goods 
resulting for a subtraction is obtained, and the timing information. However, the Examiner notes 
that it is well known and conventional in the art to communicate service request information 
from a remotely controlled vending machine, in order to remotely control them and stock 
them/keep them properly functioning. Including a time/date with the request is obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art so the remote can know the timing of the request and can act accordingly 
(as is conventional in the art). 

Nonetheless, Partyka et al. teaches that the information transmitted from location unit 104 
connecting vending machine 102 to the host 106 includes data transmitted, the time and date, and 
the event code occurring at the vending machine (col 8, lines 5+). Thus Partyka et al. teaches a 
plurality of vending machines provided with a container for goods and a vending machine 
management apparatus for controlling (it is able to sent new PIN and new times for the host to be 
called, controlling servicing/inventory, etc.), and connectivity via a communication line, each of 
the vending means interpreted as having goods delivering means, as is conventional in the art. 
Partyka et al. teaches the transmitting the time information (of the event at the vending machine) 
with the event code to the management apparatus (as discussed above) though 
transmitting/receiving means. Though silent to the event being a low stock, the Examiner notes 
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that it is well known in the art for vending machine event codes to include numerous types of 
data such as (low stock, empty stock, door open, problems with the device, etc.) is useful for 
maintaining the vending machines. Keeping track of inventory permits when devices need to be 
serviced/restocked, and therefore having the event code is a low stock/out of stock is an obvious 
expedient in order to keep track of inventory. Further, the Examiner notes that it is obvious that 
a vending machine has good settings means, in order to permit it to be filled. 

Nonetheless, Schwartzendruber teaches a vending machine of a vending machine 
network loaded with a predetermined quantity/setting means, counting the dispensed, and 
subtracting that count from the setting/initial count to determine when to contact a remote 
location for inventory status/restocking (col 3, lines 20+). This is interpreted as sending a 
request when the number obtained by subtracting is below a certain number. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the teachings of Partyka et al. with those of Schwartzendruber. 

One would have been motivated to do this to have an accurate count for restocking 
determinations. 

Partyka et al./ Schwartzendruber are silent to the vending machine management apparatus 
comprising time information transmitting means for transmitting time managed by itself as time 
information to the vending machines, that the vending machines comprise time adjustment 
management means for managing time as time information and making the managed time 
coincide with the time information managed and transmitted from the vending machine 
management apparatus, and that the vending machine management apparatus transmits the time 
information managed thereby to the vending machine when receiving the restock request and 
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wherein the time adjustment management means of the vending machine making the time 
managed by itself coincide with the vending machine management apparatus. However, the 
Examiner notes that it is well known and conventional in the art that electronic processing 
devices have internal clocks with timing, and that they are interpreted as being synched when the 
devices communicate. 

Nonetheless, Whitehead teaches a vending machine exchanging data with a host, where 
the host/server transmits real time clock data from its clock to the vending machine, so that both 
clocks are synched (page 4, lines 10+), thus each has its own management timing and the 
vending machine gets synched to the server/host. Thus Whitehead teaches that vending 
machines have clocks (time managing) and that the times coincide (via actual communication). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the teachings of Kolls/ Partyka et al. / Schwartzendruber with those of 
Whitehead. 

One would have been motivated to do this in order to synchronize data and time data for 
effective/accurate/reliable communication. 

Re claims 4-5, the limitations have been discussed above. 
6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kolls/Partyka et 
al./Schwartzendruber/Whitehead, as discussed above, .further in view of Sedam (US 4412292) 

Kolls/Partyka et al./Schwartzendruber/Whitehead are silent to the management apparatus 
responding to the request and then the vending machine cutting off communication. 

Sedam teaches (col 2, lines 44+) that the vending machine sends a message to a central 
computer for communication, and receives a response from the central computer. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the teachings of Kolls/Partyka et al./Schwartzendruber/Whitehead with 
those of Sedam. 

One would have been motivated to do this in order to acknowledged receipt of the 
signal/message. Though silent as to who terminates the call, the Examiner notes it would have 
been an obvious matter of design variation as to who ends the communication. For example, it 
would have been obvious to have the vending machine cut off the communication since that 
could be the side initiating the call, for example, and once it has sent its data and acknowledged 
receipt, it could cut communication so as to not bog the network/line. It appears the invention 
would function equally well independent of who cuts the communication off. and once it 
receives acknowledgement. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (See PTO-892 for a plurality of networked vending machines, monitoring and 
reporting of vending machine conditions, etc.). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL WALSH whose telephone number is (571)272-2409. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Paik can be reached on 571-272-2404. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/DANIEL WALSH/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2887 



